
The Family Blog
This year, we decided to start a 
family blog.  This is the best 
place to keep updated on our 
antics and adventures!

Check it out!

JacksonFamilyLife.com
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The Year of Soccer!

Both Emily and Ava played soccer this year.  This was Emily’s 
second year playing for team Freedom, but this Fall she moved up 
one division to U-10. Being only 8 during the season, she learned 
to play with much bigger and faster girls!  Her team was 
undefeated!  Ava is a little soccer monster and will be  someone to 
recon with as she gets older.   We are very proud of both girls!

This year was filled with family 
and friends, rehearsals and 
recitals, school and sports, and 
visits and vacations.  And we 
have loved every minute of  it!

The photo above was taken on 
the warm beach of  Castaway 
Cay in the Caribbean this 
summer.  There’s more about 
this vacation on page 2.

z It’s Been an Awesome Year! z
We have been truly blessed to spend time with great friends, 
awesome family, and each other.  2011 has gone by fast, but we’re 
excited to share some of the highlights with you here!

H O L I D A Y  G R E E T I N G S  T O  A L L  O F  O U R  F A M I L Y  A N D  F R I E N D S !
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Disney Cruise - Disney World 2011
This year, we embarked on a brand new adventure!  In 

June, we took our first-ever cruise and did it with style!  
We joined Mimi and Papa (April’s mom and dad) and 

Chris, Jeanna and Destiny (April’s brother and his 

family) on the Disney Dream cruise ship that took us to 
the Bahamas.  We have definitely discovered a love for 

cruising!     In addition to cruising the high seas, we spent 

time in all of  the Disney parks at Walt Disney World in 
Orlando on the front and back end of  the cruise.  

Visiting the characters, seeing the shows, and riding the 

rides made for an absolutely magical time!  Thank you 
Disney!!  Can’t wait to go again!

PIANO FOR EM 
Em has continued 
taking piano lessons this 
year and wowed us with 
her progress!  She 
wrapped up the year 
playing Carol of  the 
Bells at her Winter 
recital.  She wants to 
learn guitar next!

AVA DRUMS
Ava has been showing 
off  her own music talent   
moving from pounding 
on pots and pans to 
laying down her beats 

on her drum sets.  For 
only 3 years old, she 
sure has a fantastic sense 
of  rhythm and love for 
performance!  We see a 
bright future here!

JJS BASS
Whether bass, piano, or 
guitar - Jason has been 
playing quite a bit more 
too!  He enjoyed writing 
lullabies for the girls this 
year and singing to them 
every night at bed time.  
Jason also picked up a 6-
string bass and is trying 
to develop some further 
skills in the bass clef. 

KEY DATES

JULY 8
Taylor’s Birthday

OCT 8
April’s Birthday

OCT 20
April & Jason’s 

Anniversary

OCT 26
Jason’s Birthday

NOV 11
Emily’s Birthday

DEC 20
Ava’s Birthday

The Sound of Music



Emily (9)
Emily (or Emmy as she prefers) is now a third grader!  Can you believe it?  
She is doing excellent in school - bringing in all A’s.  She is one smart 
cookie, but also has a heart of  gold - being named to the Grizzly 
Ambassadors group at school to welcome new students.  She is an avid 
reader and enjoys all that school has to offer.  Besides playing soccer and 
piano, she loves spending time with her friends!  She also found time to take 
hip-hop dance and tennis lessons this year.  Somewhere she also found the 
time to start her very own blog, which you can read at StarringEmily.com.

Ava (4)
Ava is a little bundle of  energy herself  that keeps us in stitches with the things 
that she says and does.  She is attending pre-school this year and loves playing 
with friends at school.  Ava is quite the social butterfly herself  and knows no 
strangers.  Ava follows in her big sister’s footsteps with music, sports, and dance.  
She can turn anything in to a drum and loves performing in front of  other 
people.  We are really enjoying watching this budding personality!

 

In July we were blessed to have Taylor (Jason’s son) visit from Washington state for a couple weeks.  Tay 
is now 16 years old and is a sophomore.  We spent lots of  time just laughing and having great fun.  We 
spent time at the local wildlife safari, bowling, playing video games, riding go-carts, and playing laser tag.  
We cooled off  at White Water - a Branson, MO water park. In addition to the family fun times, Jason 
was really excited to be able to break away with Tay to teach him how to drive.  We really love Tay and 
enjoyed being able to spend some time with him again this year!

Time with Taylor



April
April has had another busy year of  being the family CEO!  And it takes a lot 
to keep everything moving smoothly!  She spends the majority of  her time 
ensuring that the girls stay on schedule with school, lessons, rehearsals and 
recitals.   April has also continued to pursue her 
degree - transferring most recently to the 
University of  Arkansas Little Rock to finish up.

Jason 
Jason turned the big 4-0 this year, but completely believes that age is a 
state of  mind.  He is still working at Sam’s Club as a Senior Director for 
one of  the Innovations Teams.  In his spare time, Jason enjoys playing 

and writing music and started a leadership blog, 
which you can read at www.theleaderslocker.com.  

April &Jason 
One of  our favorite pass times is attending the Arkansas Razorback football 
games!  We’ve been season ticket holders for a few years now, but are really 
enjoying watching, especially with a team that is doing really well nationally!  
Additionally, we are very much enjoying the great fellowship of  Cross Church and 
growing in our daily walk with Christ together.

10th Wedding Anniversary
We celebrated 10 years of  marriage on October 20th!  Our gift to each other?  A trip (by ourselves) to 
the Mexican Riviera.  We started out in Los Angeles to explore Hollywood and take a drive down Rodeo 
Drive.  We then jumped on the Disney Wonder cruise ship and sailed down the West Coast to Puerto 
Vallarta and Cabo San Lucas.  While there, we enjoyed some local excursions and went rappelling and 
zip lining through the jungle.  We also enjoyed the local culture and saw some beautiful sites.  Most of  
all, we enjoyed spending time alone together.  We look forward to the next10, 20, 30, 40 years together!

http://www.theleaderslocker.com
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A NEW PASS-TIME!
A major milestone for Emily this year was learning to ride her bike!  After having 
some struggles in previous years (and Dad gaining some gray hair over the lessons), 
she did it!  And it has turned in to a fun family pass-time!  Bentonville has some 
really great bike trails and we have been taking full advantage!

    

THOUSANDS OF LAUGHS AND SMILES!
We wish we could recap all of  the events that made us laugh and smile all year long, but the list would 
take forever to write and read!  More important though than our own little family adventure is the great 
times that come from spending time with family and friends!   We were able to travel down to central 
Arkansas several times this year to see Mimi and Papa, Chris, Jeanna & Destiny, and Frank and Tina Hill 
(as well as many other family and friends). For Thanksgiving, we traveled out to Buela and Grandpa 
Jackson’s home in Loveland, Colorado!  It was a long drive, but definitely worth it!  What a great time! 
We were also able to host several at our home this year, which is one of  our favorite things to do.  So, if  
you find yourself  near Northwest Arkansas, make sure to plan to see us.  

More importantly, we’d love to hear from you!  So, please catch us on Facebook, drop us an email 
(april.jackson@cox.net or jason.jackson@cox.net), or give us a call (479-254-0645).  Don’t forget! You 
can keep up with us on our blog @ www.jacksonfamilylife.com - and leave comments!

We hope you enjoyed our newsletter this year!  From our family to yours - we wish you a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy and Blessed New Year!   

Jason, April, Emily & Ava Jackson
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